
Fall Events Begin 

The Philippian 
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Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are 

…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN BEGINS MARCH 4 

SEASON OF LENT CONTINUES 

HOLY WEEK 
March 25 - April 1 

8:30 and 10:30 am 

7:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

8:30 and 10:30 am 
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I have said these things to you so that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be complete. "This is 
my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. 

 From John 15:11-12 
 
These verses are one of the 
passages we skip over in our 
lectionary. Jesus told his 
disciples to love one another 
as he had loved them. As 
disciples here in the 21st 
century, Jesus gives the 
same commandment to each 
of us. So how did Jesus 
show his love?  

 
JESUS LOVED FIRST (1 John 4:19) We often wait 
for someone to reach out to us in friendship before 
we respond. As Christians, we must learn to risk 
making the first move.  

 
JESUS LOVED BEFORE WE WERE FRIENDS 
(Romans 5:8) We often do nice things for friends, but 
when was the last time we gave sacrificially for a 
stranger or acquaintance? 
 
JESUS SPOKE THE TRUTH (Luke 22:31-34) Jesus 
told Peter that he would deny his Lord and turn away, 
but Jesus also said He prayed for Peter and knew he 
would turn back to the Lord. There are times when we 
must confront others, but when we do, we must 
speak the truth in love. 
 
JESUS PRAYED FOR PEOPLE (John 17:6-26) 
Jesus spent a lot of time in prayer. Sometimes, it was 
intercessory prayer for others. An important way for 
us to show love is to pray for one another.  
 
JESUS ENCOURAGED PEOPLE TO TAKE RISKS 
OF FAITH (Matthew 14:28-31) When Peter wanted to 
walk on the water; he was encouraged to do so by 
the Lord. When our friends or family feel the Lord’s 
call, we need to encourage them to take appropriate 
risks.  
 
JESUS SPENT TIME WITH FRIENDS. He ate meals 
with them. He talked with them. He walked with them. 
He healed family members. Your time is something 
that only you can share. Therefore it is very valuable. 
What better gift to give than the gift of your time to 
show you care? 

 

These are only a few of the ways that Jesus showed 
loved. The greatest example of Jesus’ love was when 
he stretched out his arms on the cross and died so 
that our sins would be forgiven and we would be 
reconciled to God. It is this love that we must witness 
and share with others so that they too may 
experience the joy of being loved by God  

 
I can now speak of experience how I have witnessed 
members of our family of faith exhibit each of these 
qualities. I have been a recipient of your love and 
prayers for almost three years. I am certain that God 
will be with us as we continue to grow together in this 
our Living is Giving capital campaign venture. 

  
As we look at what we can do as modern day 
disciples, let us continue to commit to love one 
another as Christ has first loved us.  

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 
- AMONG OUR OWN - 

 

Congratulations to… 
Alethea Hinck (daughter of Joel and Jennelle Hinck) 
blessings on her baptism. 
Monroe Retterath (daughter of Joshua and Chelsey 
Retterath) blessings on her baptism. 
 

Sympathies to… 
Gail Carstensen and family as they mourn the 
death of their nephew Matt Kling.  
David Weisser and family as they mourn the death 
of his uncle Ray Henne. 
Bette Clement and family as they mourn the death 
of Jim Clement. 
 

 
MARCH SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
March 4 John 18:12-27 

(Peter’s Denial) 
 

March 11 John 18:28-40 
  (Jesus and Pilate) 
 

March 18 John 19:1-16a 
  (Jesus Condemned) 
 

March 25 John 19:16B-22 
  The Crucified Messiah 
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Preschool Chatter 
 

We hope everyone had a nice Valentine’s Day (or as 
the kids say Valentimes).  On February 14 and 15 we 
held our annual Valentines parties.  The children 
passed out cards to one another, played games and 
ended the day with a fun snack and a movie.  A good 
time was had by all!  
 
This month we learned about keeping our teeth and 
bodies healthy.  Dr. Fox came in and talked to us 
about how to keep our teeth healthy.  We looked at x-
rays, counted teeth and even brushed some.   
 
Miss Lorelei’s class went on a field trip to Pine Harbor 
School, where they were able to see and learn about 
many different animals. Some of the animals we 
learned about were: Owl, Turtle, Lizard and a 
Kookaburra. 
 
Miss Becky’s class had a special visitor: Bridget 
Suess came in and shared her love of music with us.  
We danced and sang, it was so much fun. Thank you 
Bridget! 
 
Are you in need of a night out and want to enjoy 
some wonderful cooking?? We have a special event 
planned on Thursday, March 1 from 4:00 to 8:00 pm 
at The Lock and Dam Eatery (downtown Hastings).  
As most of you know, the owners Jennifer and 
Bernardo Melecio are congregation members. They 
have graciously offered to host a scholarship 
fundraiser for the ELC. Just go to their wonderful 
restaurant between 4 and 8 pm, mention you are 
there to support St. Philip’s ELC and they will donate 
10% of sales back to the ELC.  Did I mention kids eat 
free!!!!!  Thank you for supporting a local business, 
church member and the ELC.  
 
Just a reminder registration for the 2018-2019 school 
year has begun. If you or someone you know is 
looking to enroll, forms can be found at 
www.splchastings.org, or in the church office.  If you 
have any questions, please contact me at 437-6541.  
 

Kim Sill 
Early Learning Center Director 
 

 
COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE CHANGE - St. 
Philip’s Lutheran Church Council has changed the 
date that they will meet.  It is now on the third Monday 
of the month at 6:30 pm.    
 

Sunday School Minute 
 

Lent for kiddos—something to think about. It can be 
tempting to try to manufacture emotional experiences 
for children. We want them to be happy, so we stack 
the deck with colors, loud music, celebration foods 
and other things that invoke happiness.  Happy can 
be an easy one. Sadness, thoughtfulness…those 
things can be different and can be difficult to truly 
evoke. Momentary sadness over a denied toy or 
correction is one thing, or even a song with a slow or 
sad tone might bring up a sad feeling. But how can 
we help our kids grasp the magnitude of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection? How can they contemplate the 
deep and wide love of God through pain and 
sacrifice? The easy and hard answer—children’s 
emotions don’t always look like adults. If a child has 
never experienced grief, it’s singularly difficult to 
manufacture or gain through empathy alone. Instead 
of trying to get them to a sad place, maybe instead, 
help them recognize sadness or thoughtfulness in 
others. How does someone look when they are sad? 
How do we care for someone who is crying? How can 
you tell someone is really thinking about something? 
What can we do to respect their space while they are 
thinking? How can we be really good listeners if 
someone needs to talk? All of these things, children 
learn through watching and then practicing. Is there a 
better place or time to practice than during Lent with 
church family?  
 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
 

 
THIRD THURSDAY ENTERTAINMENT - Raul 
Jackson plays piano for each "Third Thursday” meal. 
One of the guests loves to come and sing with him.  
This is just another way to serve the people of our 
community. 
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Teen Talk  
 

Lent for big kiddos—something to think about. During 
confirmation, one of our biggest topics when it comes 
to questions is death.  On the sermon notes sheet the 
confirmands fill out when they worship, there is a 
place for them to ask questions about the world 
around them. Death comes up very regularly. Why 
does God let (children, adults, moms, grandparents, 
people with cancer, teenagers, babies, babies before 
they are born, etc) die? How does God comfort those 
left behind? How does God’s love show in death? Will 
those who die go to heaven? What if they didn’t 
believe? What if they believed differently than me? All 
of these questions…over and over again. Why? 
Because death is part of life and it’s the part that 
hurts intensely. That kind of pain isn’t something any 
human shrugs off, let alone teens who feel everything 
in new and sometimes scary proportions. During Lent 
and Easter, when we talk about Jesus’ death…the 
season can feel like a steady march to the cross 
where not only does Jesus die, but the people are the 
ones who condemn him. They shout for his death 
(which is an entirely different bucket of emotions) and 
then Jesus dies a slow and painful death. So, how do 
we talk about death? Youth are looking for your 
stories. They want to know how those around them 
have gone through this before them. Did you cry? 
Who did you go to? What helped? Did you feel close 
to God? How? The personal stories, the testimonies 
of struggle, grace, and peace are what they are often 
looking for. Impersonal lectures on scripture, greeting 
card quotes, and a shrug about mystery aren’t 
enough. That deeply personal pain—the stuff that’s 
so hard to share—is what our teens need to see—
because if you dealt with it and made it to the next joy 
in your life, then they can see themselves doing the 
same. 
 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
 

 
MILITARY FAMILY AND FRIENDS - We are 
currently working on updating 
and keeping current our military 
prayer list.  If you have a family 
member or friend that you would 
like on the military list or 
someone who was on the list but 
is not longer in the military and 
you want them removed from the 
prayer list please notify Camille Nelson at 651-437-
2742. 
 

 
Early in February 
we closed the 
books on January 
financials. The 
Finance Team is 
happy to report the 
following details. 

 
General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 01/31/18:    
     Actual  Budget   Actual  
Year to Date:      01/18    01/18   01/17 
Income:   $43,870   $50,890 $50,959 
Expenses: $39,458   $43,876 $33,159 
Over/(short): $4,413   $7,014 $17,800 

 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 
 $15,593    $13,070   $13,079 
 

Each year St. Philip’s asks members of the 
congregation to commit to giving to the General Fund. 
We, as a church, also commit to giving to an 
assortment of worthy causes. Four of these missions 
we contribute to on a monthly basis at a rate of 12.5% 
of General Fund offerings. 
 

 ELCA (Minnesota Synod) 
 Lutheran Social Services 

 Green Lake Camp 

 Young Life 
 

In addition to these “Big 4” here are other worthy 
causes which we supported during the year of 2017: 
 

 Lutheran Disaster Response - $1,776 

 Reach Out and Read (c/o United Family  
   Medicine, St. Paul) - $292 

 Gobble Gait - $125 

 CEASE (anti-trafficking organization – from 

   Pastor’s Benevolence Fund) - $500 

 Hastings Family Service - $2,940 
 

Let us continue on our mission to help others outside 
the walls of St. Philip’s! 
 

 
ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER is taking 
registrations for the 2018-19 school year.  St. Philip’s 
congregation members and current preschool families 
are able to register before the community-wide 
registration which takes place starting on March 1.  
Families are invited to attend our open house on 
Thursday, March 1 from 6:00-7:30 pm.  For more 
information contact Kim Sill ELC Director at 437-6541 
or hastingselc@yahoo.com.  Registration forms are 
available online at www.splchastings.org or on the 
welcome center at church. 

mailto:hastingselc@yahoo.com
http://www.splchastings.org/
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“…you also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house…”                                     1 Peter 2:5 

 

CAPITAL FUND APPEAL FOR 2018 THROUGH 
2020 BEGINS MARCH 4 - Living is Giving is the 
"message" under which a well thought through effort 
will be shared with the congregation beginning at the 
worship services on March 4. Plans  are  underway 
to help all members understand the need to support 
a pledge campaign which will has a goal of $750,000 
over a three year period, with 10% of all gifts going to 
a chosen outside mission. New pledges would 
commence June 1, 2018.  
 

St. Philip's expanded building is enjoyed, admired, 
and appreciated every day. Since its dedication on 
November of 2013, it has served St. Philip's 
ministries in comfort and has cultivated a setting for 
creativity and spiritual stimulation. We also have 
become a center for community activities ranging 
from Boy Scouts, college choir and community band 
concerts, several other community groups and a 
voting site! 
 

As St. Philip's member-owners we collectively share 
in its financial mortgage obligation. Monthly 
payments of $14,500 have been met without fail for 
four years. Thanks be to God to be able to share this.  
 

The congregation changes in its people but not in its 
purpose for existing. We are a "Come and See" 
congregation open to all people to receive God's 
message in Word and deed.  It will be sheer joy to 
share what St. Philip's means to one another and to 
the world outside its walls as we explore Living is 
Giving.  
 

The twelve-member committee leading the Living is 
Giving Appeal are as follows:  
Co-Chairs:  Danna Elling Schultz and Paul Munger   
Advisor/Coach:  Pastor Geier  
Communications:  Glenda Schnirring  
Spiritual:  Jennie Orr  
Advance Educators:  Al Todnem and Ron Toppin  
Youth Education:  Beckie Shorter  
Hospitality:  Brenda Arndtson, Connie Ball and  
   Mary Rock  
Follow-Up Coordinators:  Judy Hansen and  
   Denny Kohn  

MARCH ADULT FORUM - on March 4 Paula Kitt 
from Mission Investment Fund’s Capital Campaign 
Services will lead a discussion on SPLC’s Capital 
Campaign.  March 11 and 18 some exciting topics 
are being worked on.  Stand by for further details.  No 
Adult Forum on March 25. 

 

 
JOIN US ON OUR MID-WEEK WORSHIP  

AS WE CONTINUE OUR JOURNEY ON  

THE ROADS OF LENT  

 

On February 14 we began our Lenten journey on Ash 
Wednesday with the Damascus Road. Since then we 
also heard how the Road to the Wilderness and the 
Road Home also helped us experience this season in 
a new way.  
 
But there are still more roads for us to travel together! 
Join us Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm where we 
will worship using the Holden Evening Prayer 
Service.  
 
March 7 – The Road to Jerusalem.  The disciple 
Peter becomes a roadblock to Jesus on his journey to 
the cross.    
 
March 14 - The Road to Jericho.  Just as the good 
Samaritan stopped on this road, so Jesus stops to 
care for us in our needs and teaches us to do 
likewise. 
 
March 21 - The Bethany Road leads to the home of 
Mary and Martha and the funeral of their brother 
Lazarus and then on to Jerusalem for the Palm 
Sunday parade. 
 
ALSO BE SURE TO BE PART OF OUR MAUNDY 
THURSDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP 
SERVICES ON MARCH 29 and 30 at 7:00 pm 
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ST. PHILIP’S WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS - On 
Sunday, February 4, seven new members from four 
households became part of St. Philips' congregation. 
We heartily welcome them all and now include them 
in our prayer lives and look forward to becoming 
better acquainted as we walk our faith journeys 
together.  All new members are given a St. Philip’s 
member sponsor who is there to support them as 
they continue their faith journey at St. Philip’s. 

 
Julia Miller is a native Minnesotan. She has moved 

around a bit but now sees 
Hastings as her permanent 
home. Her move to Hastings 
was in June of 2017. Julia's 
employment was formerly in 
Phoenix, Arizona where she 
worked at a Utility Company. 
She is currently a part-time 
employee at the Cottage Grove 
Walmart. Julia has three 
children, eleven grandchildren 

and three great grandchildren. With her good sized 
family she gets to a good number of sporting events 
which include them. She also especially enjoys 
movies. With a sister nearby her time also includes 
outings with her.  Julia knew St. Philip's would be her 
choice after her first visit at a worship service. The 
sense of being welcomed by the Pastor and members 
helped her know this would now be her home church.  
Welcome, Julia! 
 

Gerry and Julie Cardinal 
moved to Hastings from 
Amery Wisconsin in July of 
2017. An adult son lives in 
Hastings, which prompted 
the move. Gerry, with his 
carpentry skills, and Julie 
have both helped restore 
their son's Vermillion Street 
home. The Cardinals also 

have an adult daughter. While living in Amery, the 
Cardinals were members of Elim Lutheran church at 
which they both worshipped and volunteered. They 
also both worked on the construction of Habitat for 
Humanity homes in the Wisconsin area. They did not 
do homes more than six hours from where they lived.  
Julie worked on 7 homes and Gerry worked on 8 
different Habitat homes under the auspices of the 
Congregational church in Amery.  
 

Gerry and Julie Cardinal are both nurses by 
profession and have worked in a number of 
capacities in that field along with other occupations at 
times during the more than 30 years while in Amery.  
For hobbies, quilting is Gerry's main hobby at present 
with woodworking or carpentry a close second. Julie 
enjoys gardening, reading and sewing.   
 

Julie and Gerry met while receiving their nursing 
education in Rochester, Minnesota and moved to 
Amery after their marriage in 1980.  The Cardinals 
found St. Philip's to be a good fit for them after 
starting their worship with us last summer.  Welcome, 
Julie and Gerry Cardinal.  We look forward getting to 
know you as friends in the faith.  
 

Wesley and Linda Ask 
When asking new members 
where they were raised, about 
half are native to the Hastings 
area which is the case for 
Linda Ask.  Wesley Ask grew 
up in northern Iowa, but was 
based in Hawaii during his 
years of military service.  After 
the military, Wes worked for 
the Federal Aviation 

Administration which became a 34 year career. As 
present, Wes enjoys seasonal work at Bellwood Oaks 
Golf Course. Linda is currently employed with the 
State of Minnesota, Department of Human Services.  
 

Hobbies enjoyed by both Linda and Wes are 
gardening, golfing, hiking, reading, skiing and 
traveling. 
 

What Wes and Linda have discovered about St. 
Philip's is its welcoming spirit and its interest in their 
fellow members.  Pastor Geier's sermons often brings 
to light an understanding of scripture from a new or 
different perspective.  They also find the variety in 
worship format to be fresh and alive.  They express 
looking forward to a "team effort" approach in doing 
activities with the congregation, and look forward to 
that kind of participation.  St. Philip's extends a warm 
welcome to Wesley and Linda Ask.   
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Solveig and Richard Dirks moved to Hastings from 
Walker, Minnesota where 
they lived for 12 years in 
their retirement home 
surrounded by nature.  
They re-located to Hastings 
in October of 2017. Dick 
was native to Blue Earth, 
Minnesota and Solveig 
came from Wisconsin.  
They have been married 60 years.  
 
Dick was self-employed operating a frozen pizza 
plant in Blue Earth. Solveig worked in the business 
with Dick until there was a nursing position for her to 
join.  She waited 2 1/2 years for an opening.  She 
described that many health related positions were 
held by the spouses of area farmers.  
 
In the area of hobbies, Dick is a wood carver to the 
level of having a piece on display at the Walker in 
Minneapolis. He also enjoys reading.  Solveig enjoys 
sewing, quilting and knitting. The Dirks have two 
daughters and three grandchildren who live in 
Northfield and Mendota Heights.  
 
Dick and Solveig found St. Philip's to be a welcoming 
place which they have enjoyed each time they come 
to worship. We look forward to a long and caring 
relationship with the Dirks and all of St. Philip's new 
members.  
 

 
SOUPER BOWL RESULTS - On Sunday, February 4 
you cast your monetary vote on who you thought was 
going to win the Super Bowl, the Patriots, or the 
Eagles.  The Eagles ($136.18) were the SPLC voted 
winner and the Super Bowl winner, the Patriots 
($110.45) were a close second. BUT Hastings Family 
Service was the Souper Bowl winner with $246.63 
being donated.  Thank you for your support to HFS. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSE? 
Here are five familiar excuses for not welcoming our 
introducing ourselves to newcomers/visitors: 
1. They might already be a member! (Indeed, but if 

you don’t know them, isn’t it time you did?) 
2. I might have met them before and can’t remember 

their names. (Try, “You look familiar. Have we 
met?) 

3. They might worship here all the time at a different 
service. (If so, when you hear that good news say, 
“It’s wonderful that you’ve been a member for 40 
years, I’ve heard your name often. I’m glad we’ve 
finally met.”) 

4. I won’t remember their names. (Be honest. Haven’t 
you called even your own children the wrong name 
sometimes? Admit your memory lapse and make a 
point to write it down this time.) 

5. Someone their own age ought to greet them. 
(Some of our best memories are of children and 
grandparents. We need friends of all ages.) 

 

We who are Christians and claim we care about each 
other can’t be afraid or embarrassed to greet and 
welcome others in worship. For every one person 
who might resent a slight mistake in a name, there 
are 20 who will be thrilled that you took the time to 
speak to and visit with him or her.  
 

Take a chance. It’s worth it! 
 

 

WEDDING COORDINATOR OPPORTUNITY - After 
15 years, Karen Swanstrom is retiring.  We wish to 
thank her for many years of preparing and assisting 
wedding couples for their special day!  If you are 
interested in this position, please contact the Church 
Office at 651-437-6541 by Thursday, March 15. 
 

Responsibilities include: 

 Meet with wedding couple and discuss details of 
preparations, in accordance with SPLC Handbook 
for Bride and Groom 

 Coordinate miscellaneous details and activities 

 Be available during the planning process for 
questions 

 Assist with wedding rehearsal 

 Be present on wedding day prior, during and after 
ceremony 
 

Position requirements include: 

 Excellent organization and communication skills 

 Flexible…ability to change and accommodate 
change quickly 

 Caring, nurturing spirit 

 Member of SPLC 
This job is very special! To be involved in an 
important day in the lives of couples is such a reward! 
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ST. PHILIP’S ANNUAL MEETING was held Sunday, 
February 4.  The 2018 Spending Plan was 
unanimously passed.  Council members were voted 
on. The 2018 Council, Committee Ministry 
Coordinators and Committee Chairs are as follows:   
 

President:  Adam Barker 
Vice President:  Tim Preston 
Secretary:  Katy Lindberg 
Treasurer:  Judy Hansen 
Worship Ministry Coordinator:  Becky Raimann 
Learning Ministry Coordinator:  Dan Retka 
Serving Ministry Coordinator:  Darla Kimmes 
Communications, Marketing and Technology Ministry 
Coordinator:  Jay Raimann 
Personnel Coordinator:  Deborah Dreher 
Building and Grounds Co-Chairs:  Bill Pavlish and 
Paul Swanstrom 
Finance Ministry Chair:  Judy Hansen 
Worship and Music Ministry Chair:  Marge Peterson 
Adult Spirit Growth Chair:  Doug Schultz 
Faith Formation Chair:  Tami Bernt 
Fellowship Ministry Chair:  Camille Nelson 
Community Ministry Chair:  Katy Lindberg 
Stewardship Chair:  Glenda Schnirring 
Communications, Marketing, Technology Chair:  Jay 
Raimann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Newly appointed council members Tim Preston (vice 
president), Dan Retka (Learning Ministry Coordinator) 

and Katy Lindberg (Secretary) 

 

 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS - Grant funding from 
Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice 
program can help support organizations you care 
about.  Please direct your dollars and don't let Choice 
Dollars expire.  Eligible Thrivent Financial members 
who have Choice Dollars available have until March 
31, 2018 to direct any remaining Choice Dollars. Help 
support your organization of choice.  Go to 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more or call 800-
847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" after the prompt.  
It's a very easy procedure and the dollars directed to 
your specified organization will be well received.    

SINCE YOU ASKED… 

How come at our second service we are having our 
acolytes serve the wine and grape juice at Holy 
Communion when they aren’t confirmed yet? 

 
Theologically, there is no reason to prohibit our 7th, 8th 
and 9th grade brothers and sisters from serving the 
sacrament. Holy Communion is no less sacred or 
valid when we hear the words, “The blood of Christ 
shed for you” from a thirteen year old than when we 
hear them from a 53 year old. We believe that the 
power does not come from the person serving the 
sacrament (including the pastor) but from believing in 
the words, “Given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
 
By giving our confirmation students this opportunity 
we are hopefully showing them that we trust them 
with this important responsibility in leading worship. 
Thus far I have been very impressed with the maturity 
and reverence demonstrated by each of them. Just 
as Holy Communion is not something that we earn 
the right to receive, neither is it something we must 
earn the right to serve.  
 
I am always looking for new ways to help the children 
and teens and young adults of St. Philip’s to take a 
more active role in our life together. We are blessed 
to have so many disciples that span so many 
generations enrich our worship and ministry.  
 

THANKS FOR ASKING! 
 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST - Please join the Bible Camp 
and Youth Gathering families for a delicious Easter 
morning breakfast. Pie, fruit, coffee and other treats 
will be available from 9:30-10:30 am served by our 
camp kiddos and youth. This is a freewill donation 
time.  All are welcome to enjoy breakfast and 
fellowship! All donations will go toward helping 
students on their summer church trips. 
 

 
AREN’T YOU SWEET!  Donations for this year's 
Easter Egg hunt are so appreciated! Please purchase 
smallish candy (that can fit into an Easter egg) and 
bring to St. Philip's before March 21. 
 

 
LET’S BE SWEET TOGETHER!  March 21 5:00-6:00 
pm, roughly 400 plastic eggs will be ready to fill! We'll 
meet in the Narthex and fill eggs with candy and 
bagged to be distributed Easter morning. 
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SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS - What are you 
great at? What do you love? This year, as we ask for 
silent auction donations for this year’s Italian Dinner, 
we’d love to highlight the gifts and talents of our 
church family. You see sparkles of this every year—
the beautiful quilt, a hand-carved figure, a fishing trip, 
hospitality offered for a home-cooked meal—all of 
these things bring us closer. While every offering is 
so appreciated, this year, please consider donating a 
basket that is ‘you’. Love to paint? Paint something or 
offer to have an afternoon of painting at your home. 
Love to bake fancy cakes? Bake up one of those 
beauties, or offer an afternoon where you’ll show 
someone how to make that cake. Is your family 
reaching the professional status when it comes to 
yard raking (or even semi-pro)—offer up an IOU for 
leaf raking in the fall. Be creative and have fun! Thank 
you, so much for your generosity. All proceeds from 
the Italian Dinner will benefit this year’s Bible camp 
families and the youth heading to the Youth 
Gathering. We’ll take offerings for the Silent Auction 
starting March 1 all the way through the day of the 
dinner (March 24). 
 

 
ITALIAN DINNER - MARCH 24 - Yum! Please join 
the St. Philip’s Bible camp students and Youth 
Gathering students for a delicious Italian Dinner, 
featuring spaghetti and sauce (all you’d like), salad, 
bread and special desserts. The meal will be served 
by the students heading to camp or the Youth 
Gathering, along with some fun entertainment and the 
always exciting Silent Auction. Where else can you 
eat spaghetti, win a hand-made quilt, pray to the tune 
of “Johnny Appleseed” and help great kids gets to 
camp? Tickets will be available in the Narthex all of 
March. $10 for adults, $5 for children and youth, with 
children 5 years and under free (but please get them 
a ticket so we know to make enough pasta). This is 
open to the community, so invite your friends! 
 

 
MUSICAL REHEARSAL SCHEDULE… 
Friday, March 2 10:00 am - 1:30 pm 
Wednesday, March 7 5:00 - 6:15 pm 
Friday, March 9 5:00 - 6:30 pm 
Saturday, March 10 10:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Monday, March 19 5:00 - 6:15 pm 
Wednesday, March 21 5:00 - 6:15 pm 
Saturday, March 24 10:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Wednesday, March 28 4:40 - 6:15 pm 
Friday, March 30 9:30 am – 1:00 pm 
 
 
 

A COSMIC ADVENTURE THROUGH SCIENCE 
AND FAITH - Do you have a student who asks 
questions? Big questions? Little questions? Faith 
questions? Science questions? This Adventure Bible 
series is for 7th-9th graders, with a call out for peer 
leaders in 10th-12th grade. We’ll meet for our Bible 
study, “A Cosmic Adventure Through Science and 
Faith”, before taking our lessons out into the world 
through trips to the Science Museum, History 
Museum, Feed My Starving Children, and American 
Ninja Warrior Experience. 
 
The Details: 
Who: 7th-9th graders as participants 

and 10th-12th graders as peer 
leaders 

When: Sunday afternoons in March 
(4th, 11th, 18th, 25th) 12:30-4:30 pm (may be some 
week-to-week changes on return time—will 
update if the time needs to change but we’ll start 
at 12:30 pm at St. Philip’s). 

Commitment: This is a 4-part study, so students are 
committing to all 4 when they sign up. They’re not 
going to want to miss even one of these times 
together.  

Why: Faith and Science can seem 
like enemies—this study puts 
faith and science into 
perspective and offers a bigger 
picture of God’s great love 
through His creation. 

Cost: $50. Faith Formation is supplementing this 
ministry adventure to keep the cost down for 
families.  Checks can be made out to St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church. Peer leaders can jump in for 
only $25 if they can commit to all four dates. If 
your family needs a scholarship, we can do that! 

Transportation and Supervision: Interested parents 
willing to drive and participate in our Bible study 
let Stephanie Becken know! Unless we get a 
group larger than 30 students, we’re hoping to 
carpool. 

What we’ll be doing: We have a great Bible 
study called “A Cosmic Adventure 
Through Science and Faith”. Every 
session will begin with our video and 
conversation. From there, we’ll load up 
vehicles and head to our destination for 
the day. We’ll learn through hands on discover, 
shared stories, service, and challenge. 

 
Sign Up Now. Sign-ups are available on the Welcome 
Center and need to be turned in before February 28.  
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THANKS FOR ‘SOUPING’ WITH US!  February 14, 
the Youth Gathering 
families hosted a 
time for fellowship 
and delicious food. 
Thanks so much, 
everyone, who came 
out to eat and came 
to support our Youth 
Gathering Families. 
This year, we have 3 

students heading down to Houston for this giant 
gathering of ELCA Lutheran youth. Through 
fellowship, 
service, and 
worship, the 
Youth Gathering 
delivers an 
experience 
unlike anything 
else, and really 
brings it home to 
every youth 
there that they 
are not alone in 
their faith. All donations are going to help make this 

expensive trip more 
affordable for the 
families. Most students 
will only ever go to one 
Youth Gathering, so 
getting them there and 
making it affordable for 
every family is one of 
St. Philip’s goals.  

 

 
JOBS WE CAN DO AT CHURCH. There are so 
many ways that 
you can get 
involved at the 
church and 
they are all 
important.  
Paul Hellen 
shows Grant 
Anderson one 
of the ways.  
Here he is 
explaining how 
the sound 
board works.  
We might have 
a future sound 
board technician! 

FIRST COMMUNION - If you have a son or daughter 
who is not yet receiving the sacrament 
of Holy Communion and has 
expressed an interest in participating 
in this part of our faith life, come meet 
at St. Philip’s two Saturday mornings 
on March 10 and 24 at 9:00 am. 
These two workshops for parents and 
their children will serve to begin a 
conversation about this gift of God’s 

love. As parents, you can then decide if this is the 
right time for your son and/or daughter to begin 
receiving Holy Communion. We will acknowledge first 
communicants and their families on Maundy 
Thursday, March 29. 
 
March 10: 9:00-10:30 am - Introduction  
March 24: 9:00-10:30 am - Closing and Banners  
March 29: 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Worship 
(Celebration of First Communion during worship) 
 
If you have questions or would like to sign up for 
classes, please contact Stephanie Becken or Pastor 
Geier.  
 

 
ON FEBRUARY 11 SECOND GRADERS got to be 
Greeters at the 10:30 am worship service along with 
their teacher Marge Peterson.   
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CAMP SUNDAY - In late January, our faith family 
celebrated Camp Sunday—but the pictures didn’t 
make it in time for the February newsletter. Camp 
Sunday is a time where we welcome staff from Green 
Lake Bible Camp to tell us about what’s coming for 
the next summer. Summer 2018’s theme is “Get Lost” 
and so many camp favorites are back and better than 
ever. 1st-12th graders will be heading to Green Lake 
June 17-22. What do our kids love about camp? 
“Playing in the lake.” “The counselors are so nice.” 
“Staying up late.” “Trash pandas (raccoons).” “Rock 
climbing.” And more. The best part about camp, 
though, is that it’s a church family effort. As kids are 
gearing up for camp, our congregation is committed 
to helping through prayer and financial support. 
Thanks so much for helping our kiddos get to camp! 
Also—there’s still plenty of time to sign up for camp 
and there are still fundraising opportunities. 
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VALENTINE’S EVERYWHERE!  St. Philip’s youth, 
children, and faith families worked together to make 
sure Valentine’s Day was something special for folks 
in our community. Through Kathy Willis and Mary 
Kay, congregation members sponsored gift bags for 
the residents at Augustana Care Center. Sunday 
School children and Worship Wanderers added hand-
made cards to each pack. 49 bags were sponsored 
with $1 from each going to support St. Philip’s Pray 
and Play space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, youth came together for a special, hands-on 
project of sewing coasters for the Hastings Meals on 
Wheels program. Fifty coasters in sweet red and 
white fabric were cut out by Dr. Jennie Orr-Thomas, 
and sewn up by Linnea Hanson, Sarah Gathje, Molly 
Gathje, Grace Becken, Joy Becken, Julia Ronning, 
and Lindsay Mathison, with help from Maria Gathje, 
Tracy Mathison, and Jennie Orr Thomas. A special 
card was added to each, making each package 
something a little special for those who received them 
Wednesday February 14 in their meal bags. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PHILIPPIAN   March 2018 13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14  THE PHILIPPIAN   March 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PHILIPPIAN   March 2018 15 

 

GREEN LAKE WINTER ADVENTURES - In late 
January, St. Philip’s volunteers took a group of 7 
students to Green Lake Bible Camp for their first ‘lock 
in’. The youth, 6th-9th graders, played games, tie dyed, 
tackled a ninja laser maze, played broom ball, and 
enjoyed a music-filled time of worship. Alison 
Lindberg (and a friend), Kasilu Evans, Grace Becken, 
Averi Nelson, Lindsay Mathison, and Julia Ronning 
also enjoyed bowling and a trip to the arcade in our 
time together. All together, about 50 young people 
from Hastings and the Spicer area locked in at Green 
Lake for a late night of so much fun. Thanks so much 
to Lizbet Ronning for driving and being the most fun 
group leader ever. 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
Noreen Swanson, Organist 
Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
Joel Hinck, Director of Contemporary 
Worship 
   joelh@splchastings.org 
Kim Sill, ELC Director 
 kims@splchastings.org 
Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries 
   stephanieb@splchastings.org 
John Bergland, Business Manager 
   johnb@splchastings.org 
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 
Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
Holy Communion offered every Sunday  
 

Wednesday Lenten Services through March 21 at 
7:00 pm 
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